
Welcome!
Sunnyside Neighborhood Association 

Quarterly Meeting
November 1, 2021

The meeting will begin shortly

Follow SNA on Twitter 
@Sunnyside_Assoc



Agenda
6:30 – 6:45 President’s Welcome – Kenneth Hollenbeck (15 min)

• Agenda Review
• Announcements

o Tree planting opportunity for Sunnyside
o Holiday Party, Dec 11, 2:30-5pm
o SNA officers election in February

• Treasurer’s Report

6:45 – 6:50 Havelock Bridge Update (5 min)
• Estelle Smith, on this local improvement project

6:50 – 7:10 Detroit Streets Update (20 min)
• Rosaura Valle, Project Lead, with Joy Durighello

7:10 – 7:25 Neighborhood Watch (15 min)
• Jim McCormick, NW lead for 400 block of Staples Ave.
• Brian Marabello, NW lead for 300 block of Staples Ave.
• Steps to organizing a NW network on your own block.

7:25 – 7:35 Slow Hearst Update (10 min)
• Sara Barz, Slow Hearst community group lead and Hearst Ave. resident

7:35 – 7:45 Balboa Reservoir Project Update (10 min)
• Amy O’Hair, Balboa Reservoir Community Advisory Committee (BRCAC) representative for Sunnyside

7:40 – 8:00 Discussion, online raffle and Close of meeting (15 min)
• Hand-crafted flowers from Andrea O’Leary



Treasurer’s Report

Cash on hand, 8/1/2021: $5,954.59

Expenses, through 10/31/2021: $525.00 (Insurance, SF Park & Rec fee) 

Income: $349.35 (Renewals, donation)

Cash-on-Hand, 10/31/2021: $5,778.94

Are You Ready to Renew? 
Do You Want to Join SNA?
Support SNA for $20 a year!
It’s Super Easy: Use SNA’s PayPal site:

https://paypal.me/sunnysideassociation



Raffle!

Thank you to SNA member Andrea O'Leary for 
donating the hand-crafted flowers!

To play, please enter a number between 
1-100 in the chat box 

at the beginning of the meeting. 

This will make the raffle run more smoothly at the end 
of the meeting 



Agenda
6:30 – 6:45 President’s Welcome – Kenneth Hollenbeck (15 min)

• Agenda Review
• Announcements

o Tree planting opportunity for Sunnyside
o Holiday Party, Dec 11
o SNA officers election in February

• Treasurer’s Report

6:45 – 6:50 Havelock Bridge Update (5 min)
• Estelle Smith, on this local improvement project

6:50 – 7:10 Detroit Streets Update (20 min)
• Rosaura Valle, Project Lead, with Joy Durighello

7:10 – 7:25 Neighborhood Watch (15 min)
• Jim McCormick, NW lead for 400 block of Staples Ave.
• Brian Marabello, NW lead for 300 block of Staples Ave.
• Steps to organizing a NW network on your own block.

7:25 – 7:35 Slow Hearst Update (10 min)
• Sara Barz, Slow Hearst community group lead and Hearst Ave. resident

7:35 – 7:45 Balboa Reservoir Project Update (10 min)
• Amy O’Hair, Balboa Reservoir Community Advisory Committee (BRCAC) representative for Sunnyside

7:40 – 8:00 Discussion, online raffle and Close of meeting (15 min)
• Hand-crafted flowers from Andrea O’Leary



Havelock Bridge Beautification & 
Safety Initiative
• Havelock Bridge connects Havelock Street (at Circular Ave) to 

Balboa Park, crossing 280 East/West

• Funded via D7 Participatory Budget ~March 2019

• Additional scope was added for pedestrian crosswalk across 
Havelock

• Minimal communication from D7/city: Takes time, expanded scope, 
multiple agencies, etc.

• Ask: Amplify call for funded work to be completed by contacting 
our public officials, social media amplification



Call to action
• Mayor’s office: London Breed

• SF Mayor's Office of Neighborhood Services at 415-554-6141
• Twitter: @LondonBreed (#londonbreed)
• Email: mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org

• Supervisor’s office: Myrna Melgar
• Email:

• melgarstaff@sfgov.org
• lila.carrillo@sfgov.org

• Twitter: @myrnamelgar (#myrnamelgar)

• Where to contact/post: Email, call, Nextdoor.com, Facebook groups, 
WTPCC, etc.

• Questions?  Estelle Smith estellesmith@yahoo.com

mailto:mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org
mailto:melgarstaff@sfgov.org
mailto:melgarstaff@sfgov.org
mailto:lila.carrillo@sfgov.org


Template messaging

Subject: Havelock Bridge project and missing pedestrian crosswalk

I’m contacting you regarding the Havelock Bridge and pedestrian crosswalk. The residents of 
Sunnyside and District 7 voted for funding for this project 2.5 years ago in 2019 with minimal 
progress.

The lack of a pedestrian crosswalk and sidewalk on Havelock Street is a hazard for pedestrians.  
In addition, the bridge is blight and continually vandalized.

We want action: Confirmation/acknowledgement, a plan with timing/timeline. You can contact 
me or please reach out to info@sunnysideassociation.org to provide actionable next steps/plan 
for this project to commence and a plan for completion.

Thank you.

mailto:info@sunnysideassociation.org
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DETROIT STEPS PROJECT

SNA  MEETING, November 1st, 2021



Tonight’s Agenda:

● Lower Steps Archway (Suna)

● Upcoming Trivia Night Fundraiser (Pam)

● Progress Report (Rosaura)

DETROIT STEPS PROJECT

A multi-year & multi-phase community-led project



Archway 

Monterey Blvd at Lower Steps



Archway Subcommittee
PAST

● Several meetings

● Reviewed preliminary design

● Sent letters to neighbors along lower Detroit Steps, soliciting feedback

● Beyond the subcommittee, three residents reached out to share their feedback

PRESENT

● Selected vendor, Brad Kessler is working on creating an updated archway design, 

incorporating the community’s feedback

● Have SNA vote and include feedback to Brad Kessler

FUTURE

● Get the final design reviewed by the SF Art’s Committee

● Install Archway





A NEW FENCE

D7 Participatory Budgeting 

April 2019

$25K
FENCE REPLACEMENT

TIMELINE: ??? 



● Style: Majestic (flat top rails) - Ameristar

● No Spikes

● 3 rails option with decorative ball caps on the posts

● Color: BRONZE (SC & SNA Poll)

● Height: 6 feet

● Spacing: 3” (pet / children safety) 

Fence Specifications



1.Colorful Forms, No Words

5. Flat Wording "Detroit Steps" or 

"Sunnyside", No image

3. Flat Visual of Sun 

and more Images, No words

4. Flat Visual of Sun and more 

Images With wording

6. Solid Brass, Metal Plaque 

with Wording, No image 

2. Abstract Decorative Archway

No Words or Images



BART’S PRELIMINARY SKETCHES



● Initially, a google survey with conceptual ideas was 

taken-images and wording

● Then reached out to local fabricators/ironworkers

● As artists reached out to us, we changed our process = 

Equitable

● A Request for Proposals (RFP) was drafted and 

published in Jan 2020. Reached out to previous 

vendors/ironworkers

● Ended up with 2 finalists

● Upon receiving CCG Awards, selected Brad Kessler

Many Steps to reach the Archway!



BRAD KESSLER



YOU are invited!

1. A DSP subcommittee will work with design and collaborate 

with  Brad on archway process.

2. Email: suna.mullins@gmail.com if you would like to join the 

Archway subcommittee.

The Archway’s Next Steps!

mailto:suna.mullins@gmail.com


Save The Date

TRIVIA NIGHT FUNDRAISER

Brought to you by

SATURDAY, JANUARY 29TH, @ 7:00pm

TEAMS BATTLE IT OUT FOR PRIZES AND FUN 

AWARDS!



1st QT PROGRESS REPORT

CCG AWARD: 110K

July 1st - September 30, 2021



DSP Launch
SNA Meeting: November 5, 2018

2018  2019 2020 2021

November 1, 2021



WATER METER

April 2019

D7 Participatory Budget

June 2021

D7 Community Grant 

Initiative

Sunnyside/D7
MAY 2021

Visit with Melgar 

JULY 22, ,2021

● Lower Steps Fence (2019)

● Water Meter and Backflow Device 

Installation (2019)

● Upper Steps Fence (2021)

● Upper Steps Retaining Wall

● Collaboration with SFPW



FISCAL SPONSOR

CCG Award 2021

110K
Archway

Upper Steps Landscaping

Lighting

MAY 2021

Visit with

SF ParksAlliance 

● Vendor Onboarding (ICA, payments)

● Qt Activity Reporting

● Qt Financial Reporting

● Volunteer Hours serving as $ 

MATCH

● Fee: 15% of grant

JULY 22, ,2021



MAY 2021

Progress with

SF Public Works 
● Lower Steps Fence (2019)

● Water Meter and Backflow 

Device Installation (2019)

● Upper Steps Fence (2021)

● Upper Steps Retaining Wall

SEPTEMBER 7,2021

DS is unaccepted street

SFPW jurisdiction 

April 2019

D7 Participatory Budget

June 2021

D7 Community Grant 

Initiative



WATER METER
MAY 2021

April 2019 - October 2021

SFPUC Grant

12K
WATER METER & BACKFLOW 

DEVICE INSTALLATION

Red markings: AT&T; Blue: SFPUC; Yellow: PGE; White: possible 

installation site; The PGE pole on Joost is located at the entry to the 

Upper Steps. Photos by Ramses Alvarez (DPW) & RV

September 2021



UPPER  STEPS                                        

RETAINING WALL

Request

Official

Determination

By SFPW

MAY 2021

As of September 2021, SFPW denies any 

responsibility re: the maintenance of the 

retaining wall :

● Unaccepted street

● Possibly built during condo development

● Upper Steps Structural Report 



August 24, 2021

TOPOGRAPHIC 

SURVEY







June 2021

D7 Community Grant Initiative

2021

REPLACEMENT of the 

COLLAPSING UPPER STEPS 

FENCE 

MAY 2021

UPPER STEPS 

FENCE

● Land Survey (CCG)

● Replacement (SFPW)

MAY 2021



Clean-Up & Fence Removal 

November 2019



TO BE CONTINUED





Thank YOU

Sunnyside Neighborhood Association

D7 Participatory Budgeting, DPW Street Parks

CCSF Landscape Design Class 2019 

SAN FRANCISCO PARKS ALLIANCE

DETROIT STEPS PROJECT

Photo credits: Flora Clergue, Pam Parker Souza, Rosaura Valle, Joy Durighello, & Stacie 

Katz
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How to Start a Neighborhood 

Watch Group on Your Block

Brian Marabello & Jim McCormick



What is a Neighborhood Watch Group?





SF SAFE engages, educates, and 

empowers San Franciscans to build 

safer neighborhoods through crime 

prevention, education, and public 

safety services that result in stronger, 

more vibrant and resilient communities.



SAFE’s range of free programs covers:

● Personal Safety

● Child Safety

● Home Security

● Business Security

● Bike Theft Prevention

● Smart Parking

Learn more @ www.sfsafe.org/projects



Benefits of having a NWG?

● Get to know your neighbors

● What’s happening on your block?

● Emergencies

● Problem solving

● Block improvements



How to Start Your Group

● Recruit a couple friends from your block

○ Choose your first meeting date

● Contact SAFE and get great assistance

● Recruit the rest of your block & gather info

● Schedule and hold your inaugural block meeting

○ SAFE will help and send a representative



Recruit the Block



Gather Neighbor Info





You’re Officially a Neighborhood Watch Group

● Designate two Co-Captains

● Create a Google Group to stay connected and informed

○ Share your block map and keep it up to date

● Make block improvements & prepare for emergencies

● Hold events and throw parties

● Request your Neighborhood Watch signs

● Meet periodically 

○ Address issues, invite guest speakers, and more
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Slow Hearst 

Update
Sunnyside Neighborhood Association

November 1, 2021



Slow Hearst Halloween (10/31)

“Congratulations on a very successful Halloween! I can't tell you how many years we had 

almost no trick or treaters and lots of leftover candy that we had to get rid of. This year I 

bought 2 big bags of treats and we sailed through them! Had to scavenge to get more. 

Great work you all! Thank you so much!” 

~Hearst Ave resident



Slow Hearst Kickoff Party (8/28)



We’ve given out ~100 window signs

You can get one too! slowhearst.org/contact

https://slowhearst.org/contact


Want to help?

Concerns?

info@slowhearst.org
skbarz@gmail.com
@SlowHearst
Slowhearst.org 

mailto:info@slowhearst.org
mailto:skbarz@gmail.com
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Balboa Reservoir Project Update
SNA Quarterly Meeting, November 1, 2021

• Project approved by Board of 
Supervisors in summer 2020.

• Horizontal construction not due 
to start until 2022.

• Vertical construction not due to 
start till 2023.

• 1100 units of housing, mostly 
rental; central park; childcare; 
community room.



Balboa Reservoir Project Update
SNA Quarterly Meeting, November1, 2021

• BR Community Advisory Committee held its last meeting in June, 
marking the end of six years of service.

• Community engagement process for the project going forward 
will be guided by developer.

• Get updates from Developer; sign up at BalboaReservoir.com.

• Most recent Open House held October 16.



Balboa Reservoir Project Update
SNA Quarterly Meeting, November1, 2021

• Opportunity: Balboa Park Station Area Task Force has been 
formed by Supervisor Myrna Melgar. 

• Focus on transit and pedestrian issues.

• Includes Ocean Avenue, Frida Kahlo Way, Balboa Park Station 
and surrounding areas.

• Sunnyside needs representation.

• Anyone interested in serving is invited. 

• Contact Camille Guiriba, Senior Transportation Planner SFCTA 
camille.guiriba@sfcta.org



Balboa Reservoir Project Update
SNA Quarterly Meeting, November 1, 2021

Revisiting a survey: ‘Local Park Use and the planned Balboa Reservoir 
Project open space and programming’

• Conducted Nov-Dec 2020.

• 102 Sunnysiders; other respondents’ data was comparable.

• Half of respondents lived in family households with children.

• Majority of respondents aged 41-65 years.

• Asked about actual usage habits of existing parks.

• Asked about desires for landscaping and features.



Balboa Reservoir Project Update
SNA Quarterly Meeting, November 1, 2021

Results: ‘Local Park Use and the planned Balboa Reservoir Project 
open space and programming’

• Survey revealed the preference for quite basic uses of public open 
spaces. 

• Top activities: Walking, sitting, and doing things with children.

• Top landscape features: Trees and lawns.

• Top built features: Benches and children’s playgrounds.

• Surprise: Picnic tables were the top pick for built features.



Balboa Reservoir Project Update
SNA Quarterly Meeting, November 1, 2021

Reservoir Park: Revised Design 
(Open House, Oct 16, 2021)

• Current revisions address 
survey preferences as well 
as concerns raised at the 
November 2020 BRCAC 
meeting.
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Balboa Reservoir Project Update
SNA Quarterly Meeting, November 1, 2021
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Balboa Reservoir Project Update
SNA Quarterly Meeting, November 1, 2021

Reservoir Park: Revised Design

• Improved fences around community gardens.

• Lots of public furniture providing seating areas and eating areas.

• Increased area of main lawn area.

• New area around Pavilion included, allowing programming.

• Trees, trees, trees.

• Your feedback can be submitted on Revised Design.



Balboa Reservoir Project Update

Balboa Reservoir Project: Ways to be Involved

• Get updates and notices of community meetings:
• Mailing list signup at BalboaReservoir.com
• Updates at SNA meetings and on website.

• Amy O’Hair Sunnyside.Balboa.Reservoir@gmail.com.

• Contact me if interested in participating in the Balboa 
Park Station Task Force 

T I M E  F O R  YO U R  Q U E S T I O N S

mailto:Sunnyside.Balboa.Reservoir@gmail.com
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Raffle!

Thank you to SNA member 
Andrea O'Leary for 

donating the hand-crafted 
flowers!



Thanks for attending!

Next Quarterly SNA
Meeting:

Monday, February 7, 2022


